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Objective: Students will understand from personal experience the way a government is set up.  Students will evaluate their form of government compared to typical forms we know/use (ex. monarchy, aristocracy, democracy, republic, direct democracy)

***NOTE: This should be done AFTER you discuss/teach what government is and different forms of government.

Tell students:

· You have just been stranded on a deserted island with this class.  I am no longer the teacher, I am merely an observer.

· You must create your own government system.

· You must create as part of your government the following things

· [image: image1]A name for your island

· 3 laws for your island

· A ruler(s) for your island

· A justice system for your island (if you break the laws, what happens?)

· A flag for your island

***NOTE: Students will be hesitant at first.  They will want your help but your job is to observe—be a fly on the wall.  A leader(s) will begin to take charge.  As you go sit at your desk you can refer to the whiteboard as a space they can work.

Debrief:  This part is very critical. Ask students: 

· How did you feel about creating your own government?  

· Were you happy or ok with the results? If not, explain.

· If you were not happy with the results, what could/should you have done?

· What form of government did your group end up creating?  Did that surprise you?

· Etc….  

· You must create as part of your government the following things

· A name for your island

· 3 laws for your island

· A ruler(s) for your island

· A justice system for your island (if you break the laws, what happens?)

· Who decides what happens to law breakers?

· A flag for your island

